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College grid 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) - Paul 
Robeson was the greatest football 
player of his time, a renowned en- 
tertainer and a scholar. But he is 
best known for being what he really 
was not - a communist. 

For nearly 50 years the former 
Rutgers player and first black to win 
consecutive All-American honors 
(1917-18) was shunned because of his 
political beliefs and efforts to win 
equal rights for blacks. 

Now, 77 years after his final 
season, Robeson is taking his place in 
the College Football Hall of Fame. 
He and 12 others today are to be the 
first class of inductees enshrined in 
the new hall in South Bend. 

“My father always believed, he 
didn’t worry about whether the 
appropriate or the full recognition 
would come during his lifetime/' 
said Paul Robeson Jr., who will 
accept the honor Friday for his 
father, who died in 1978. 

“He knew what he had done, why 
he had done it and he knew even- 
tually he would be (recognized),’’ he 
said. ^That’s all he ever expected 
and he was right.” 

Robeson fought for equal rights for 
blacks beginning in his Rutgers days 
and developed a reputation as a 
leftist. When he refused to denounce 
communism or the Soviet Union, he 
was labeled a communist. 

In the era of McCarthyism and the 
Cold War, few wanted to be seen as a 
Robeson supporter. While other 
greats took their place in the Hall of 
Fame, Robeson was passed by. He 
wasn’t even on the first ballot in 1951. 



Hall of Fame 

“This was the McCarthyism era, 
and American society had a phobia 
about radicals,” said Ritter Collett, 
sports editor emeritus of the Dayton 
(Ohio) Daily News and a current 
member of the Honors Court, the 
National Football Foundation’s 12- 
member selection committee. 

“We have come, in successive 
years, to view that in a different 
light, especially as it relates to black 
radicals,” Collett said. “It was only 
the radical element in American 
society that was trying to do anything 
in a legal sense for blacks at that 
time.” 

Robeson was neither surprised nor 
angry at his exclusion, his son said 
Robeson also graduated Phi Beta 
Kappa and was the valedictorian of 
the class of 1919. The son of a former 
slave, he worked his way through 
Columbia Law School by playing in 
the American Professional Football 
League. 

Robeson gave up a law career to be 
a singer and actor, and he enter- 
tained all over the world. He played 
Othello on Broadway and his signa- 
ture song was, “01' Man River.” 

The other inductees are: Jim 
Brown, Syracuse; Chris Burford, 
Stanford; Tommy Casanova, 
Louisiana State; Jake Gibbs; Mis- 
sissippi; Rich Glover, Nebraska; 
Jim Grabowski, Illinois; Jim Martin, 
Notre Dame; Dennis Onkotz, Penn 
State; Rick Redman, Washington; 
Billy Sims, Oklahoma; Mike 
Singletary, Baylor; and former 
Arizona State coach Frank Kush. 



blocks awey. BeaitBiful as bin singing voice was, front 



m ^.oce of you. to whom I'll send 
this are too young to remember 
the Robeson of the period cover- 
ed in this story. I did not see 
this story in today* s hash. Post. 

This clipping is fro r. our local 
::nsgpr. morning paper today's, 3/25/95. 
Robeson was a pre-Ik£orthy vie tin. 

As many others also were.Hhile it 
i3 largely true, as Collett say3, 
that it was only blacks who then 
tried to do something for blacks, 
it is not entirely true. v/Mle±x 
it is alec true that many people were 
afraid in those days, all were not. 
When Robeson went to Washington to 
address a peace nee ting in about 1940 
and to sing to it (s*k many songs 
ir. foreign languages) the hall was 
overfilled. I mot him at old 
Rational Airport, which was where the 
Pentagon now is, drove him around 
and to the hone of friends of hi 3 
who were on the Howard faculty* we 
had a chance to tails some. Vfe also 
talked a 3 we walked fro:.: the hall 
to where I'd corked the car, several 
my recollection Ms speaking voice also 



was. 



Ee was a very big man, not fat, large, with a large frame. All he carried to and from 



the meeting was a small square bo;: in whicn he had what he used for his throat or voice. 
It Tins not much more than three inches square. Old Han River was the title of an operetta 
sonj, not of the ona-etta itself. Ail arid I do not now recall the operetta, title. There 

the 

was a fourth or/ nnr radical if not for the era revolutionary albeit entirely iimcrica n 



fourth verse he told me he sang when he could but was not used in the commercial presentation. 

0 ;;nr foriour ^or that son; but I think it w-u net really a signature. There were many 
oihe-’ roles for which he was famous. One was the title role in "The Espcror f cneo." T Jc have on 
original pen-and-ink sketch of lii: : Othello that we will 'ive to jboed, possibly mostly 

for the black student union, and an original pressing of him si ngiag ballad for Americans. 
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\!o ran;/ ^n.vc some other origraial pressings of his records at (u rpn. For all tho violence 
of footbnJJ , ho was a very gcutlo nmi and liis voice no rmnlly i/ao» too. lie was to liave 
•hi- Pnilari For :\mora ccui3 at the pro- r oarl harbor ho publir.au convention in Philadelphia > 
•jharo a s ? recall Wendell •illl'io ’*ac iiralunted to run arjai^ot FDR, but tho right-v/ing 
canpittoi against him van strong. f, 'liny scratch ed Idii but not tho oonc.When he cane at 
i niv;3ikep.T : e, Her: York, that guthOi'’i , ’«J w.s ariraulted tilth the apparent intent of killing 
3 tin. 1*7 recollects. on is ont cloar but -i- b^fjl .ovo that 3. a T .ibat led lr5.ru to leave this 
mmtr;;. - Inliew that tho lw« in vWLsU bo upont bin last days in Want Philadelphia 
ha.o her:* 1 . I'cv.ht to ’>o •-orvonta'i into a. Dieno’inl to Mil and fo± cTjuwunity uneo. At the 
tiro I drove ter around in 'cal tin,. ton, rorld-ftmond ob ho then was and 30 often lifinored, 
:vX likAniGri can hero that he i/an p h.o tioitld not ltavo been nllotret I to dr.no in any downtown 
restaurant in Vfafiliington or In any white restaurant. lie dined that night with his Howard 
friends at the \\o:.o to which I drove l&r: and where I picked hiu up. 



